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OVERVIEW OF BUILDING AND PERMITTING ACTIVITY 
1. The total number of permits issued in FY 2025 was 30,755, approximately 13.7% 

lower than in FY 2020.  However, the valuation of issued permits in 2025 was 81.2% 
higher than in FY 2020, totaling $1.755 billion.

2. At the end of Fiscal Year 2025, Development Services was managing over 83,266 
active permits, issued between 2018 and 2025.

3. Development Services has reduced the Permitting and Building Division staffing levels 
by 21.3%, eliminated overtime, and reduced third-party plan review and inspections 
to reduce expenditures due to decreasing permit fee revenues.

4. With the expiration of Emergency Order 23-007 on August 11th, Development 
Services staff are now statutorily required to review Notice of Commencement forms 
for completeness, ownership, and project scope prior to first inspection.
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SINGLE FAMILY HOME PERMITS - ISSUED 
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NEW COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION PERMITS - ISSUED 
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SINGLE FAMILY HOME REVIEW TIMES (BUSINESS) 
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COMMERCIAL REVIEW TIMES (CALENDAR) 
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DAYS FROM APPLICATION TO ISSUANCE (CALENDAR)
Includes staff review time and applicant review and resubmission time
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PERMIT APPLICATIONS PROCESSED
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BUILDING INSPECTIONS COMPLETED
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CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY VALUATION
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CURRENT BUILDING AND PERMITTING INITIATIVES
1. Process Improvements

A. Notarization requirements have been removed on several common permit documents, including 
the Notice of Commencement and Burrowing Owl/Gopher Tortoise affidavit.

B. Permitting and Building division staff participated in a Bureau of Transformative Change Kaizen 
event from 8/27/2025 through 8/29/2025 to improve the permit application intake process.  Staff 
are implementing recommendations related to clearer permit type guidelines and the reduction of 
non-critical path steps in the permitting process.

2. Building Fund Stabilization
A. With the Senate Bill 250 and Senate Bill 180 permit fee increase preemption now expired after 

Hurricanes Ian, Helene, and Milton, Development Services staff, in coordination with the Cape 
Coral Construction Industry Association and Lee Building Industry Association, are preparing a 
phased permit fee schedule revision.  

B. The first phase will involve the sunset of the current 25% permit fee discount, approved in June of 
2020.
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